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Saturday, November 29, 2025 on InsightTimer.com

Step into the Miracle of Your True Self and Transcend Your Fear of Failure

Key Lesson: Our new and highest possibilities can only be found at a point in time when, and where our efforts to transcend our present set of possibilities have been expired. Here’s why: It’s what we do when we come to the end of all that we know how to do that determines whether or not we realize a new order of understanding that waits for us just on the other side of the known.

Raw Transcript: 

Part of what I want to share with you today is something that has probably been verbalized a million times, and yet even with the clarity of certain individuals who may be able to express these things better than I, it remains impossible to express to the aspirant what it is that awaits within him or her, that if the aspirant will, as Saint Paul said, finish the race, that man or woman will discover something that there will never be words to cover, but that whose revelation covers every possible concern, fear, doubt, or worry. And I can't stress it strongly enough. We often think to ourselves, "Oh, it's a miracle. I got some money," or, "His health was saved," and all the rest of that. But those things aren't... they're not really miracles. Miracles are moments when an individual is transported right where he or she sits, walks, or stands into an understanding that immediately removes the dross of all dread, the fear of all the frustrations and failures that take away from that man or woman everything that he or she has thought they have to carry with them through this life, only to find out that they don't. And that's the miracle, that there is another order of being entirely. So, with that in mind, I think we'll just go ahead and jump into the material. Take a nice deep breath. We're going to look at something far, deep, and wide, and I'm going to accomplish it through two stories, is my intention. But before we begin, I will ask Kate to bring up the talk title, which is the formal setting of the stage for our material today. And the talk title is, "Step into the Miracle of Your True Self and Transcend Your Fear of Limitation, Transcend Your Fear of Failure." Just for a moment, because it's necessary for us to be on the same page, think of how many things in your life, how many times in your life, how many relationships that you were drawn to for one reason or another, but then discovered that that which you were called to seemed to have something requiring you to be more than you knew how to do or be. And at a certain point, you turned your back on that invitation. I have to tread carefully here, because some of these things are so easy i- in- in- i- i- in the wrong way to be these ideas transposed into some notion about to be a success in the world, but even that idea applies here, as you will see as we go through the, uh, material together. So, let's get started. The first story takes us to a, a kind of a, a spiritual school, a place where individuals who, for whatever reason, through their journey, realize that there is another leg of the journey required and that they're going to have to have a certain kind of education, a certain kind of understanding if they ever hope to succeed with that particular journey. And that journey always begins with a person having at least a sense that the journey that they have been on cannot take them to where it is that they've set out to go. Or said otherwise, that they arrived at some place they decided would make them whole and happy, only to find out that the happiness and wholeness they believed they would find no longer satisfies the need they had that set them on that journey. So, that's where the story tar- starts. So, here's a group of students, and the teacher walks in and says, there's a s- a snap test, and the test, how you do on this test, this exam determines whether or not you get to take the next step in this journey that you're on. And so, of course, everybody's nervous. Nobody wants snap tests. So, it turns out that this is an exam that the teacher says, "It's up to you, take it or don't take it. It's nothing to me." So, quite a few, suspecting that it was a snap test, and particularly given the difficulty, the degree of difficulty they'd come to, they decided they would just pass on taking the test. But it turns out that those who didn't pass on taking the test, none of them passed it either. And so here's a group of students, lots of who didn't try, and then those that did but didn't pass, they're all together in the room waiting, what's going on? And a number of them say, "Well, this just isn't the right school. I mean, who asks you to try things that you know for a fact that you can't do, 'cause you've tried to do it before?" So, that's the basis for the background. But one young woman, having taken this particular test six times and not able to hit the mark, comes to the teacher in humility and says, "I've- I've- I've contemplated this test. I- I'm beginning to see things about it I couldn't see before where I was limited, and I just want you to know that if you will just give me another chance, I'm sure I can do better than that. Just give me another chance."Teacher says, "Well, why wouldn't I?" The student says, "Well, I've heard some students say that if you fail this test more than six times, you're out. That there are no more chances." This teacher looks at her and smiles, says, "You know, you're probably talking to some disenchanted students who, by their own choices and actions, are no longer a part of the school, and so they want no one else to move on. What do you expect someone to say?" She s- she says, "What are you, what are you saying?" He says, "They lie. They're lying to you." She said, "I don't understand." He says, "Well, maybe this will help you understand. In this school, no one fails. That is, unless they've decided they, that they know what it means to succeed and in that notion of what it means to succeed, simply refuse to be retested, let alone agree to undergo the results that reveal their present limitations that they are so afraid of seeing." Isn't it true? I don't know if the story conveys what I hoped it will. I'm willing to go once, maybe twice, as long as the desire for the success outweighs the fear of whatever it may be that I stand to lose, including the image of myself. But retested, and retested, and retested? Only to come up short time and time again? And what I wanna look at with you, a- and assuming that you are interested enough to realize that there have been times in your life where you have been absolutely sure there was no further to go. And then, by some strange, seemingly synchronistic event, a book falls off a shelf, somebody says something to you, a- an off-chance that you run into something on a, on a newscast or in a video, and, and suddenly your eyes open and you realize, ah. Yes. Ah, yeah, I get it. I can, I can see where it is that I was missing the mark. I may not be able to hit it, but at least I have a new understanding. And that man or woman, and I hope that I'm talking to you, is the man or woman in, in specifically, spiritually speaking, do we not always attempt to do the best that we know how to do? Isn't that true? Let me do the best I can do? And even so, wherever we, uh, aim, whatever mark we aim for, by the nature of our wish to, to do what? To do the good we would, not the evil we would. Not t- to incarnate whatever that excellence may be in any realm. Even with things like writing, or talking, or playing golf. Anything where, where you have had a feeling of a, of a sense in yourself that there is something greater, more truer that you could do in that endeavor. But that every time you endeavor to do so, you run into an immediate incapacity, the inability to achieve what you have seen is possible. So here's a man or woman. They see something that's possible, but even though they see what's possible, it seems impossible for them to do. "I see where it's possible. I feel where it's possible to be patient, to be kind. But when the moment comes and the strike is made, suddenly I'm incapable of achieving what I know could or should be done, that perfect action that I have seen and yet am unable to do." Are you following me? And it's a conundrum because we know it's beyond our reach. But even so, we can grasp something of it, and this is a key idea. Please stay with me. So there is whatever it is above us. The ability to sing the way we feel we should sing. The ability to be with people the way we would want to be with people, even those people that we don't want to be with. So we know that there is something above us because we can see and intuit in somewhat, and at the same time that we can see and intuit what is above us, what we're striving for, the mark that we would hit, the very fact that we can't hit it, we know there is something beneath us. So there we- there I am, sort of between the, the rock and the hard place. The, the, the k- the, the, the strength, the understanding I wish, and the fact of the weakness and the ignorance that keeps it in place. So in essence, here I am as a man or a woman, and this is true of everybody, I'm somewhere in between. Can you see that? I'm somewhere in between. I can't master this because something else has mastered me when I try. But it doesn't mean that I don't know that I can't achieve or understand or become as I recognize the possibility, it's just that I seem to be imprisoned by who and what I've been.So I see possibility but I'm imprisoned by my own past, by my own mechanical, my machinations mentally, physically, and emotionally. Do you see it? And can you see that this is always in scale? This is so important to understand. It is always in scale. Every master ... And trust me when I tell you this is so ... every master, the greatest of them never ceases in his or her effort to more perfectly express what they have been given to see and realize as a possibility, so that the greater order of that u- understanding always sits just out of reach, because they are seated in something beneath it. And they are straddled somewhere between high and low, in a middle ground that can't quite touch the upper and that wants to transcend the lower. Are you following the metaphor with me? And where, e- in this way, and I hope you can see it in your own life, with each successive effort, notwith- notwithstanding the suffering that is required even to attempt it ... Here I am. I've been trying to s- to, to be like this or have been trying to understand or b- or achieve something and, and, uh, I've tried a thousand times. And I can't seem to acquire, I can't seem to attain, so there's suffering even before I go in, because the mind is saying, "What's the purpose?" But those who will enter into that place where they understand the necessity to persist, that person who will prespit- persist in spite of what is holding them back always comes to realize a new middle ground. Not yet perfect, not up here, but no longer here. Rather, somewhere in between, so that he achieves and understands something he couldn't before. And in the instant of achieving something he couldn't do or understand before, now this middle ground becomes the new lower ground. And the higher ground goes a bit higher because something new is within reach. So the, the, the former middle ground becomes the basis for the new ground which he must strive from to persist to hit that mark. Are you able to see how this takes place? Here's what's above me, here's where I am, but I'm somewhere in the middle. And I know I'm in the middle because I can understand a little about what I want, but I also am understanding about what's keeping me from achieving it. So I'm in this middle ground and if I stay in the middle ground then gradually I gain enough understanding where the middle ground becomes the lower ground and the higher ground becomes the basis for which I want to step into the next level of the journey, the next level of my development. So that each lesson learned along the way, and each one is i- i- in ... further integrating the understanding, a person begins to realize the, the, the, the ... one of the greatest secrets there is on the planet. And what is the greatest secret on the planet for those who will live it? And that is that what seems to be the b- the end is the beginning, that only when a person comes to what they can no longer do, see, understand and remain there, keeping in sight the part of them that had recognized that possibility, do they begin to let go of and transcend the lower ground that is a captive of whatever conditions it may be. Because now their consciousness is drawn to some ... I- in some way into that next level and they begin to derive an understanding from it and that's ... It's tenuous, it's difficult, hard, because all of us just want the easy way. We don't wanna persist. The real definition of the word persistence means after you have seen something that you want to do, after the desire has flared up and, and, m- and, and the flames have risen, and then, "Oh, I want to, I'm gonna persist," then after those flames are gone then the human being persists because his persistence is not based on a desire but rather on an invitation. He knows, she knows they are invited to be something better, truer, kinder. So it isn't just a wish to be like that and when conditions prove too difficulty then I just walk away. It's because the true invitation is an act of will within the human being that first opens their eyes to what they couldn't see before as a possibility, and now I see it. I know I, I know I can do better than that. And that's exactly what the young girl says to the master, "I know I can do better than that if you will give me another chance." And he says, "What do you mean? You can't fail. There is as many chances as you are willing to take to take this test, to go through what requires, uh, is required of the human being to succeed in this interior journey." Let me get my w- my clock, which I don't know if I can reach. Mm. Hold on. I don't wanna lose track of the time. (laughs) Sorry. Second story. (clears throat) Here's a-A young man, he's born into a moderate family, has a moderate background, um, all that, every kind of thing average, not good, not bad, not the worst, not the best. And he, he has begun to understand certain things, m- much like Siddhartha, much like Buddha, that, that what he calls th- what life calls the good of life is a gilded cage, because the good in this life is always conditional. And he has no idea why it is, but he senses in his heart of hearts that as long as his life depends upon the conditions around him, how people treat him, how they don't treat him, what he can get, what he might lose, as long as he lives like that, he's always gonna be subject to a kind of suffering, the bottom of himself that he can't understand w- why it's there, because, in particular, he sees there's something above it. And he sets out to find this unconditional life. And he journeys. And he journeys. And time and time again, he comes to a point in his journey where, eh, eh, to his horror, he, he, he sees, "My God, I've, I've, I've been here. I recognize this place. I recognize this greed. I recognize this anger. I recognize this fear. And it seems like I'm in a different place on the journey, but it is the same resistance. It is the same pain. It is the same fear of being inadequate to the moment that I'm meeting, which is why I go on with the next journey. And so, I get to a place where what I call my journey is nothing but the distractions that draw me away from discovering the truth of myself." And that's where our young, our young man is when he comes around that circle one more time, another incarnation. Only this time, he recognizes and he comes to a stop. And he's thinking to himself, "Well, what am, what am I, what, uh, what is this about? Why would I feel this way? Surely, the need proves the thing of the n- of what's needed." And then his eye catches sights of some bushes and he realizes there's a cave hidden behind the bushes. He's been there a thousand times, never saw the cave. Or if he did, he discounted it because who's gonna go into a pitch dark dave- cave? But there it is. And he clears some of the bushes and he looks in and it's pitch, pitch black. But he's not s- he's not stupid. He wa- he, he's an explorer. He wa- so he, he, he takes out, he happens to have a little candle with him and he's got a little book of matches and he lights that candle and he holds it in the entrance of the cave. And it's, and the flame is sucked into the cave, which means the air is coming from outside and going inside the cave, which proves there must be something on the other side of the cave, an outlet. And for him, that's enough. He's never been that way. Yes, it's dark, it's scary, but he sets off and he goes into the cave. And as he's walking along, as you might imagine, he stumbles two, three, four, five, six times. It's pitch black. He's also starting to become a little afraid because his candle's getting shorter and shorter and shorter. And what if he doesn't get out? This is a, a metaphor, I hope you're following it, for your spiritual life. All right. I'll, I'll try this thing. I, I'll do this ... I'll go one step ... I'll, I'll do that. And then, but as soon as things get a little bumpy, a little scary, a little uncertain, now all of a sudden I'm not interested in this test. I'm gonna go back and take a test I'm familiar with. I'm gonna go do stuff I know to do that I might at least come out. Here, it doesn't look so good. So here he is, falls down, candle gets wet, running out of matches. Finally, he gets ... He's got two matches left. He lights his little candle, just a little stub of it, hoping to ... He's terrified. His heart is pounding. He walks for another set of distance and that's it. Candle gone. No light. No light. Absolute despair, dismay. W- uh, mind yelling at him, "What an idiot you've been. Who, what a f- who, what ... Only a fool would have done what you've done, enter into this like this." And as he's hearing these dark voices and dialogue, he sinks to the ground. And as he sinks to the ground, his hands are kind of moving aimlessly in the dirt, his mind racing, when his hand stumbles on something. And he picks it up. He can't see, but sure, it, it feels, feels like a candle stub. And he's thinking to himself, "Is that even possible? You mean someone else has come this way before?" And he reaches into his pocket and much to his dismay, guess what? He's got one match. Now he's gotta decide, "If I light this match and this thing that I'm holding isn't a candle, what am I gonna do? I won't even have a match. And if the candle won't light, I'm dead." And there he is in that terrible place. But he knows what he has to do. He strikes the match, and sure enough, it's a candle stub and he lights it. And it allows him to walk for another day, two, five, 10, whatever it might be. And he realizes that stub itself is about to die, but just as it's about to die, he, he thinks he sees some light ahead. And sure enough, the candle goes out. And when the candle goes out, it confirms, yes, that is light ahead, and he walks out.... stumbles out and wanders into this open area. He's weak, he's starving, he's dehydrated. And as he starts to drift off, in despair I might add, he hears something, hears someone humming. And it seemed to be coming from just over the hill at the base of which he had fallen. So barely able to do it, he picks himself up and at times crawling, he reaches the top of that hill and he just looks over. And there's an old man with his back to him, sitting on a rock right in front of a stream. Quietly singing, humming to a- a dove or some kind of bird on his arm. He shakes his head. Well, how obscure is that? And somehow the old man must sense, uh, turns around and smiles at him and says, "Come here. Come on. Get some water, refresh yourself. Grapes, dates." Now the man on the journey energized with hope, he walks down the hill, drinks his fill. And they're sitting there in silence. The old man asks him, "So I'm just curious, how did you come to this valley? Not many find this. How'd you get here?" And our hero says, "I, you know, huh ..." Because he's groggy, "I don't know. I don't know. I got lost. And then, uh, and then I kept walking until it looked like there was no place else and then I saw this cave. I mean, you wouldn't believe what happened inside. Anyway, I- I- I, uh, I- I had a candle and then that candle went out and I don't know if there was another." He said, just babbling on and then he said, "The light at the end of the tunnel. I heard you singing." He goes, "I- I can't understand it. How there could have been that candle?" And the old man looks at him and says, "Yeah, I'm glad to see that things worked out for you." "What?" "I'm glad that things worked out for you." "What do you mean you're glad that they worked out for me?" And the old man says, "Well, I wasn't sure you'd find the candle that I left there for you in the cave. But I'm glad that you did." Now the man's beside himself. "You what? I wasn't sure I'd f- you, you, that you, I'd find the candle you left there? What do you mean the candle that you left there for me?" The old man says, "Yeah. Yeah," he said, "I've been waiting here for you." Man can't, uh, "What do you mean? I mean ..." He, okay, he's trying to put everything together in his head. Here's an old man waiting in some place where he didn't even know he was gonna get to and who provided a candle for him to make sure that he got there. And it's just too much for his mind. And he says, "Well, what do you mean? I mean, what, if what you're saying is true, what if I didn't find the candle?" And the old man says, "Well, I hid several in different places so I was pretty certain you'd find one. That is, as long as you persisted with your journey." And the man looks at him and says, "But, but what if I didn't? I mean, what if I had just given up as I felt so often to do?" The old man said, "Well, what you do or don't do isn't really up to me. Is it?" I trust you can feel something in this story, 'cause I want to read to you the key lesson for this talk. And then we're gonna look at something very deep and beautiful that I hope the story has prepared you for. Here's the key lesson. Our new and highest possibilities can only be found at a point in time when and where our efforts to transcend our present set of possibilities have been expired. Here's why. It's what we do when we come to the end of all that we know how to do that determines whether or not we realize a new order of understanding that waits for us just on the other side of the known. It's what we do when we come to the end of all we know how to do that determines whether or not we realize a new order of understanding that waits for us just on the other side of the known. Just on the other side of whatever it is that we think when we decide we can't do it, we can't get there, it's too much. Or we think I can and then lie to ourselves about what we're actually able to do. Or pay others to approve of us. So what is the moral of this story so far? How did the young woman pass finally the test that no one else was willing to do after having failed it? How did the, our young man on his journey run into an impossible series of synchronistic, seemingly sick- synchronistic events to find out that the whole thing had been laid out for him before he even set out in the way that he did? What is the one thing that they both shared in common? And the answer is they both went all the way. All the way. Not this far and then see if something good's gonna happen.Not that far because I got something, but I'm gonna stop here because I don't see any possibilities ahead of me. Yes, Isabella, perseverance, but a very distinct kind of perseverance that isn't based on human will, but rather in the human capacity, in the soul's capacity to participate in another order of will that even as it sets out the task has determined and already arrived at the conclusion. So that one must go all the way to what seems the end of themselves only to find out the end is the beginning, and that's the transition. That's why this talk was entitled Step Into The Miracle of Your True Self And Transcend Your Fear of Limitation, transcend your fear of failure. Here's the, where we're going. Please stay with me as closely as you can. This is out of the New Testament, and I promise you that when it was said, it wasn't religious. I promise you when it was said, it wasn't received, let alone understood, but that probably some took on faith and not the kind of faith where they hope in things seen, but the faith because they have seen certain things that were true in relationship to their work with the Christ, with the master. Christ said, excuse me, in Revelation, "And he said unto me, 'It is done.'" This is in John. "And he said unto me, 'It is done.'" He was speaking of the Christ. "'I am the alpha and omega.'" Incidentally not, "I am the alpha and the omega." "'I am alpha and omega, the beginning and end. I will give unto him that a thirst, is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.'" Please just let me explain. Don't throw it away 'cause the language is alien. It is. It belonged to another time, but the principles remain in place. "'I am the light in the beginning and forevermore. There has never been any other light. I am that light and I will always be that light that awakens within the human soul the awareness of a certain kind of seed unique to each soul and yet in common to all souls, the possibility of realizing something that has been planted in you, that you don't even know is planted in you until it is stirred by this light, and then you are drawn to see and to wish to see that seed grow into fruition.'" Don't make this complicated. Who knew that they had a love of chemistry? Who knew they had a love of poetry or a love of some sport or a love of whatever it might be? Who knew they had a love of something? No one knew it until whatever that love is was suddenly awakened by something that couldn't have anything to do with the soul in which it slept. So something stirs a sudden realization, there's something great, there's something waiting for me. I can feel it. I can can't touch it. It's not mine, but oh, I want to know something about the nature of whatever that balance, whatever that beauty, whatever that becoming may be, I long for that. And so Christ says, uh, uh, John says, "I am the alpha and the omega. I am where that begins, and I am also where it ends. I am forevermore that which is the fulfillment of a longing that I set in place in you. I am the fulfillment of that longing. I am the fulfillment of that journey that you see as a possibility, but that upon seeing, you know that there is a distance still to be covered, and I am even the distance to be covered. So I am the f- the, the awakening of that longing and the completion of it, as is possible in each and every moment because it's not this one and done thing the way the mind says." According to what you as a man or a woman is willing to invest in the cost of completing this journey, as was true with most of our heroes and our stories, do you see that you're called to see and to do according to your essence and type? What only can prove to you that already within you is, in fact, that which is complete. It's not waiting to be completed, if you wanna use words. What is waiting to be completed is the, is the misunderstanding we have about how if indeed the beginning and the end are already in place in the soul, then that means there's no distance to travel. There's just something to be seen and understood, so that the waters of life, as it says in that scripture, "I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the waters of life," the waters of life that, uh, are being spoken here (clears throat) , excuse me, are not a reward. That's how we think. "Oh, I'm gonna get the waters of life." No, the waters of life are the works themselves by which he sees something is working within him and always working within her to bring about this revelation and this realization of a relationship that is already whole and complete.The waters are in you. You are a part of these living waters just as surely as the raindrop becomes the river that becomes the ocean in this endless circulation where the beginning and the end are eternal. So is it true when it comes to an individual, but we don't understand that and that's why we, we fear our inadequacies. How many times have you tried to do something and then at a certain point you just blow it off? You still ... Ha- and the way that you know that you blew it off is that something inside of you still wishes, but now it's judging you. If you judge yourself for giving up, then that's keeping from you understanding, (clears throat) excuse me, what it is that you've been given to do. Let me translate this for you. I am the alpha and the omega. Here's what it means. Try and see the whole of it. I am what calls you from within. I know it seems like it calls you to something without, outside of you. It is not called to something outside of you. You will use what is outside of you to realize that the lessons and the powers and the principles, all within you. I am what calls you from within. I'm what calls you to be a better person. No human... What a joke. Here's an impatient, angry, frustrated, conflict-filled, negative person, and then I'm gonna be a better person. If that has any truth to it at all, it isn't what the human being imagines being better is, it's the fact that something in that human being is able to understand that he or she has fallen into a place they shouldn't be. Something calls you from within. I am what calls you from within. I am what draws you to me. Think about that. Did I decide to be drawn to this wish to be a better person, to be more patient? Did I decide to be drawn to that? Or is there something inexorable drawing me and won't let me alone? I'm drawn to want to have command over my own life so that I'm not a captive of whatever conflict someone throws at my feet and then slaps me around and challenges so that now I'm caught up in the anger, th- doing the evil I don't wanna do. I'm drawn to want to do the good. I'm drawn to want to do the good. I, I, I sense the good. The good is given to me. It's already inside of me. But I don't do the good. Instead, I'm, I'm down there at the base, at the lowest part, doing the evil I would not. And somewhere between the good that I would and the evil I would not, there is this middle ground where I'm always looking up and then looking down. The task is to understand something is calling from within. Something is drawing me to it. And not only am, I am what draws you to me, I am what is being drawn within you. Something is actually being drawn. So there's something that is drawing and there's something that's being drawn and you can't separate what is drawing from what is being drawn. Can you see that? If something is drawing me to be a better man, to be a, a kinder human being, to be more... If something's drawing, there must be some corresponding part that's being drawn to it and it must be that they're not separate. How could they be separate if one is drawing the other? The central urge of every atom is to return to its divine source. So I am what is being drawn and I am what is drawing. All within me, I am the alpha and the omega, the beginning and end. And when we see even a little bit of this and have, by the grace of God, the experience of it, where right where it seems there's no chance in hell that you're ever going to be able to get past whatever that mountain seems to be in front of you and where everything is telling you there's no point in trying to scale it again because you've failed so many times, you, you go all the way. You take that next step and when you take that next and last step, just like the young man in the, in the cave or the young woman realizing, "I've learned enough from these, from, from, from my, th- the limitations to, to now take this in a new way. I'm something else than I was before." And as you see that's true, as you see that the alpha and omega, the beginning and the end with all of its infinite variations and all of the manifestations that in and of themselves are part of the whole that is greater than the sum of the parts, then you see you're never alone. When do you feel more alone than when you're sure you can't do or have or be what it is that your heart of hearts is set on? Even at the most base level, some of you, I know, still believe somehow or other that if you just had a l- more money, when you have, when you don't even use what you have, even at that point to realize that every last one of these moments that you are your true nature, as is the title of the talk.It is beckoning you to step into this interlude, into this place, w- where this alpha and omega are always working, where one is always drawing, one is always being drawn. And if I will agree to step into that moment, then lo and behold, for my persistence and my willingness to go wh- where fools dare tread, I'm rewarded in a way that can't be imagined. And the reward isn't the accomplishment. Oh, God, the reward isn't the achievement of being able to do what I couldn't do before. That's not the reward. The reward is realizing that I have been created to transcend myself by something that has already transcended what it has created and continually perfects it. (pauses) The will of any desire lasts only as long as our identification with it. And as such, all of these identities are as conditional as the circumstances that create them. But there is another order of will. (pauses) There is an unconditional desire that isn't conditional, that doesn't live and die due to circumstance, rather that doesn't just transcend the passing conditions, but uses each and every one of them, including the most difficult ones, as one would use stones in a creek to step to reach the other side. But you must take the step. (pauses) When you can't, you take it. When you won't, you take it. (pauses) When there's nothing left in you, you take it. And if you do, you will witness a miracle, and the miracle isn't that suddenly you're released from whatever it is that you feel has confined you. The miracle is that there's another order of yourself that presents itself to you, as did the old man waiting the young man, where you actually see, God, this understanding was waiting for me. I just wouldn't step into it because I kept sitting and hating or complaining or resisting or resenting where it was that I was, and I was only there because I wouldn't walk past it. 
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© 202 4   Life of Learning Foundation, Inc. All rights reserved.   Page  1   of  2       Saturday ,  November  2 9 , 202 5  on InsightTimer.com     Step into the Miracle of Your True Self and Transcend Your Fear of Failure     Key Lesson: Our new and highest possibilities can only be found at a point in  time when, and where our efforts to transcend our present set of possibilities  have been expired. Here’s why: It’s what we do when we come to the end of  all that we know how to d o that determines whether or not we realize a new  order of understanding that waits for us just on the other side of the known.     Raw Transcript:       Part of what I want to   share with you today   is something that   has probably  been verbalized a million times, and yet   even with the clarity of certain  individuals who may be able to   express these things better than I, it   remains  impossible to express to the aspirant   what it is that   awaits within him or her,   that if the aspirant will, as Saint   Paul said,  finish the   race, that man or woman  will discover   something that there will never be words to   cover, but that  whose revelation covers   every possible concern, fear, doubt, or worry.   And I  can't stress it strongly enough.   We often think to ourselves, "Oh, it's a  miracle.   I got some money," or, "His health was saved," and all the rest of that.   But those things aren't... they're not really   miracles.   Miracles are moments  when an individual is transported   right where he or she sits, walks, or stands  into an   understanding   that immediately removes the dross of all dread,   the  fear of all the frustrations and failures that take   away from that man or  woman   everything that he or she has thought they have to carry with them  through this   life, only to find out that they don't.   And that's the miracle, that  there is another order of being   entirely. So, with that in mind, I think   we'll just  go ahead and jump into the material.   Take a nice deep breath. We're going to  look   at something far, deep, and wide, and I'm going to accomplish it through  two   stories, is my intention. But before we   begin, I will ask Kate to bring up  the talk title, which is the   formal setting of the stage for our material   today.  And the talk title is, "Step into   the Miracle of Your True Self   and Transcend  Your Fear of Limitation, Transcend Your   Fear of Failure."   Just for a moment,  because it's necessary for us to be on the same   page, think of how many  things in your   life, how many times in your life,   how many relationships   that  you were drawn to for one reason or another, but then   discovered   that that  which you were called to seemed to have   something requiring you to be more  than you knew how to do or   be. And at a certain point, you turned your   back 

